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The First Sunday in Lent 
February 21, 2021, Rite 2 Year B    

 

Our love for God compels us 
to love and welcome others 

with open arms— 
regardless of  age, ethnicity,  

sexual orientation  
or social status. 

 

We celebrate our God, for 
each other and for our  
community through  

Episcopal worship that keeps 
us grounded in our faith. 

Our love for God  
compels us to serve our 

community by being  
active in service to  

those in need. 

520 N. Arthur Ashe Boulevard, Richmond VA 23220 
804-358-4771   stmarksrva.org 

St. Mark’s is a community of  believers who express our love for God  
by welcoming everyone, serving our community,  

and celebrating our Episcopal worship. 

 

St. Mark’s is a community of  
people who believe in the 
power of  God’s love as  

expressed through God’s 
son, Jesus Christ. 
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“Lent” comes from the Anglo-Saxon word lencton – meaning “spring” or “lengthening” from the time of year when 
the days grow long. The season begins on Ash Wednesday and ends with the Easter Triduum (Maundy Thursday 
through Easter Day), covering 40 days (excluding Sundays which are little feasts of the Resurrection). In the early 
church, Lent was the time of preparation for the Easter baptism, our sacrament of initiation into the Body of Christ.  
Persons were to receive the sacrament of “new birth” following a period of fasting, penitence and preparation.  ���������������������������������������
���          ������������������������������--Sharon Pearson 
  

LITURGICAL COLORS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Colors play an important part of the worship of the Church. They change according to the seasons of the Church 
year. Colors are a primary source of symbolism, and as such tell us much about what we believe about the lessons we 
hear during the Liturgy of the Word and about what we do during worship. There are five basic liturgical colors: Blue, 
White, Green, Purple, and Red. 
 
ADVENT - BLUE 
Following the tradition of the Sarum Rite (an old English rite), Blue is the color for Advent. During the Middle Ages, 
when blue was an expensive color to reproduce, purple was often used instead. Some churches still use purple in 
Advent. Theologically, blue is the color associated with the Blessed Virgin, and Advent is all about Mary as we await 
with her the arrival of the Incarnate God. Blue is the color of hope, expectation, confidence, and anticipation.  
 
CHRISTMAS AND EASTER - WHITE 
White is the color of both Easter and Christmas. It is the color of celebration, joy, and peace in the western world. 
With the color gold, white symbolizes the greatest work of God in the world, specifically His incarnation into this 
world at Christmas, and His triumph over death and evil at Easter. White is the color used for funerals, baptisms and 
weddings. 
 
THE SEASONS AFTER EPIPHANY AND PENTECOST - GREEN 
Green is the color of the feasts that celebrate God’s revelation to humankind: Epiphany celebrates Christ’s revelation 
as the Incarnate God to the Gentiles. Pentecost celebrates the revelation of the One Eternal God as revealed in the 
Holy Spirit. Green symbolizes our own spiritual growth in Christ, nurtured by the Church and the Gospels. 
 
LENT - PURPLE 
Purple is the color of humility, penance, and wisdom that comes from inward discernment. It is also the color of 
royalty. The extreme differences between the two (humility and royalty) express one of the great lessons of Lent: 
Christ as the servant-king and our endurance to be as such to the world as well. In penitential theology, purple is the 
color of inward reflection, which is one of the important things we are called to do each Lent in preparation for 
Easter. 
 
HOLY WEEK AND PENTECOST SUNDAY - RED 
Red is the color of excitement, energy, power, and all things intense and passionate and is the color of the Holy Spirit 
calling to mind the flames that descended upon the Church at the Day of Pentecost. It is also used on Palm Sunday 
and during Holy Week, recalling the work of the Holy Spirit at Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and His Passion. 
Red is the color of the Holy Order of Bishops and is used for the commemoration of all martyred saints whose blood 
was shed for the Faith and the Church. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY - BLACK 
Black is generally used on only one day of the year: Good Friday. It is the color of extreme, deep sorrow. Good 
Friday is the only day of the year that such sorrow is expressed in the Church. Black is appropriate for the first of 
only two days of the year on which the celebration of the Holy Eucharist is forbidden.  
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The Word of  God or The Liturgy of  the Word 
Opening Acclamation      
       

         Presider: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins  
 All: God’s mercy endures for ever.  AMEN. 
 
(Please kneel if you are able) 
Decalogue                                                        Book of Common Prayer page 350 (Red Book) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presider: Hear the commandments of  God to his people: I am the Lord your God who brought you 
out of  bondage. You shall have no other gods but me. 
All: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Presider: You shall not make for yourself  any idol. 
All: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Presider:  You shall not invoke with malice the Name of  the Lord your God. 
All: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Presider:  Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy. 
All: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Presider:  Honor your father and your mother. 
All: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Presider:  You shall not commit murder. 
All: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Presider: You shall not commit adultery. 
All: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
                                                                                                                           (Continued Next Page)  

The Baptismal Font 

Through the sacrament of  baptism we become members of  Christ’s family – the 
church. The presence of  the baptismal font in the church is a reminder of  our 

own baptism and the commitments that we made or that were made on our behalf. 
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Presider: You shall not steal. 
All: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Presider: You shall not be a false witness. 
All: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Presider: You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
All: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Sentence  
 

Presider: Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only 
Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all 
your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment 
greater than these.”                                                                          - -Mark 12:29 31 
 
The Confession 
 

Presider: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor 
All: Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of  your Name. AMEN. 
 
The Absolution     
Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. AMEN. 
 

The Lectern 

The lectern is the stand from which the Hebrew Scripture (First or Old             
Testament), the Psalm, and the Epistle (New or Second Testament) are read. It is a 
visible expression of  the significance of  Holy Scripture to the life of  the church. 
In colonial churches, the lectern was often incorporated as the middle level of  a 

multi-tiered pulpit. 
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Collect for Purity  
  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 
 
Trisagion 

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy on us. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy on us. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy on us. 

 
The Collect of  the Day 
 
Presider: The Lord be with you. 
      All: And also with you. 
Presider: Let us pray. 
 
Presider:  Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Come quickly 
to help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the weaknesses of  each of  us, 
let each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   AMEN. 
 
The Lessons 
 
A reading from the Book of  Genesis                 Genesis 9:8-17                                 Kate Williams 
 
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and 
your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic 
animals, and every animal of  the earth with you, as many as came out of  the ark. I establish my 
covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off  by the waters of  a flood, and never again 
shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of  the covenant that I make 
between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set 
my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of  the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring 
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between 
me and you and every living creature of  all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to 
destroy all flesh.  When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of  all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is 
the sign of  the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 
      The Word of  the Lord. 
                    All:   Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 25:1-9                                             Ad te, Domine, levavi                                      Kate Williams 
 
1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; * 
let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
 
3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * 
and teach me your paths. 
 
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
for you are the God of  my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 
5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 
for they are from everlasting. 
 
6 Remember not the sins of  my youth and my transgressions; * 
remember me according to your love and for the sake of  your goodness, O Lord. 
 
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 
therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 
 
8 He guides the humble in doing right * 
and teaches his way to the lowly. 
 
9 All the paths of  the Lord are love and faithfulness * 
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
 
A reading from Peter                                1 Peter 3:18-22                                              Carter Strite 
 
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a 
proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently 
in the days of  Noah, during the building of  the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved 
through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of  dirt from 
the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of  Jesus Christ, 
who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of  God, with angels, authorities, and powers made 
subject to him. 
 
   The Word of  the Lord. 
       All:  Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 143                                         The glory of  these forty days                                   Erhalat uns, Herr 
Sing verses 1 & 3 & 5                                                        Sanford Eberly 
 
 
 
 

The Gospel                                                   Mark 1:9-15 
     The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark 
                    All: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of  Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just 
as he was coming up out of  the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a 
dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, 
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of  God, and saying, 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of  God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.” 
          The Gospel of  the Lord. 
   All:  Praise to you Lord Christ. 
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The Sermon                                                                        The Rev. Dr. Dorothy White 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of  heaven and earth, 
    of  all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of  God, 
    eternally begotten of  the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God,  
    begotten, not made, 
    of  one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again 
         in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
         and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of  the dead, and the life of  the world to come. AMEN. 

 

The Pulpit 
The pulpit is reserved for the sermon suggesting the important role of   

reflecting on scripture. The canopy is designed to reflect sound and comes from 
the time when that was the means of  amplification to the  

congregation. 
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Prayers of  the People                                                                                                 Charlie Boisky 
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
All: That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of  the Church may truly and humbly serve you.  Help us to see how our 
faith informs our principles and actions.  
All: That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for the ministries of  St. Mark’s; for all the baptized in their daily life and work; for Justin, 
the Archbishop of  Canterbury, for Michael our Presiding Bishop, for Susan, Jennifer, and Porter our 
bishops, for the congregations and clergy of  the Northern Neck Region churches: Cople Parish, 
Hague; Grace, Kilmarnock; St. James’ and St. Paul’s, Nomini Grove, Montross; St. John’s, Warsaw; 
North Farnham Parish, Farnham; St. Mary’s, Fleeton, Reedville; St. Mary’s, Whitechapel; Trinity, 
Lancaster; St. Peter’s, Oak Grove, Colonial Beach; St. Stephen’s, Heathsville; and Wicomico Parish, 
Wicomico Church; for all laity, bishops, priests, and deacons. 
All: That they may be faithful ministers of  your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of  the world.  With them may we come 
together for the common good and do as you have called us to do – to act justly, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with you through creation�� 
All: That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
We pray for the coming of  God’s realm in Metropolitan Richmond: For redemption of  the divisions, 
prejudices, pettiness, despair, and discrimination of  the past.  We pray for the strength and safety of  
first responders, care personnel, and for the well being of  those who continue to serve the needs of  
the community. 
All: That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of  others, especially David, Kevin, Lisette, Sam and his 
family, Betty, the Heady/Downey family, Margaret, Gray, Phyllis, Juette, Diane, David, Samantha, 
Bill, Doris, Elizabeth, Joel, Stefan, Joe and his family, Abby, Durwood, Hollis, Michael, Brian, Carl, 
Nick, Teresa, Andrew, Matthew, Larry, Mary and Lonny, Sean, Andy, Claudia, Beach, Griffen, Katie, 
and Donna.��Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief  or trouble, especially those ill 
with COVID-19. 
All: That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to all the departed eternal rest, especially Dave Copeland, and the victims of  the pandemic.   
All: Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy. 
All: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
We offer our prayers for those celebrating birthdays this week, especially Devon, Yvaine, David, 
Thomas, and Debbie, and those celebrating anniversaries, especially Jerry and Shirley. 
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 (Silence) 
  
Concluding Collect 
 
Presider:  Hear our prayers, Holy God. Breathe your Spirit over us and all the earth, that barriers would 
crumble and divisions cease. Make us more fully your co-healers of  the broken world. Unite us 
with all people in bonds of  love, that the whole earth and all its peoples may be at peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Presider: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven,   
   hallowed be thy Name,       
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done,    
      on earth as it is in heaven.               
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,   
   as we forgive those        
  who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.      
For thine is the kingdom,   
   and the power, and the glory,      
   for ever and ever. AMEN.  
 
The Peace  
 
Presider:   The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
All:         And also with you. 
 
(All greet one another in the name of the Lord.) 
 
The Blessing and Dismissal 
         
 
The Bible texts of  the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright 1989 by the Division of  Christian Education of  the National Council of  the Church of  Christ in the 
USA, and used by permission.   The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of  Common Prayer, 1979.   
Confession from the Litany of  Reconciliation produced by the Standing Committee of  Liturgy and Music of  The 
Episcopal Church.   
 
Music reprinted with permission of  Church Publishing Incorporated (“CPI”) for Riteseries Online.   Additional 
media permissions under ONE LICENSE #A400994. 
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Please Remember in Your Prayers This Week:   
 
Parishioners: David Lenz, Kevin Truman, Lisette Johnson, Sam Francis and family, Betty Leviner, 
the Heady/Downey family, Margaret Franklin, Gray Morris, Phyllis Iverson, Juette Iverson, Diane 
Hoover, David Christiana, Samantha Ridley, Bill Piercy, and Doris Enroughty. 
  
Our extended family and friends: Elizabeth Hall, Joel Watson, Stefan Osdene, Joe Inge and family, 
Abby Bishop, Durwood Usry, Hollis Daniels, Michael Rider, Brian Hanshaw, Carl, Nick, Teresa 
Nichols, Andrew, Matthew Owen, Larry Townley, Mary and Lonny Townley, Sean Ward, Andy, 
Claudia, Beach, Griffen, Katie Morris, and Donna Raubenstine. 
 
For those who have died: especially Dave Copeland, and the victims of  the pandemic. 
 
Those celebrating birthdays: especially Devon Tooley, Yvaine Flemming, David Whitlow, Thomas 
McDuff, and Debbie Harsh. 
 
Those celebrating anniversaries: especially Jerry and Shirley Truman. 
 
Diocesan Cycle of  Prayer: Pray for the congregations and clergy of  Northern Neck Region 
churches: Cople Parish, Hague; Grace, Kilmarnock; St. James’ and St. Paul’s, Nomini Grove, 
Montross; St. John’s, Warsaw; North Farnham Parish, Farnham; St. Mary’s, Fleeton, Reedville; St. 
Mary’s, Whitechapel; Trinity, Lancaster; St. Peter’s, Oak Grove, Colonial Beach; St. Stephen’s, 
Heathsville; and Wicomico Parish, Wicomico Church. 
 
Metro Richmond Cycle of  Prayer:  We pray for the coming of  God’s realm in Metropolitan 
Richmond: For redemption of  the divisions, prejudices, pettiness, despair, and discrimination of  the 
past.  We pray for the strength and safety of  first responders, care personnel, and for the well being 
of  those who continue to serve the needs of  the community. 
 
 

 

The Ambry 
The ambry is a cupboard located in the St. Mary Chapel which is at the right of  
the narthex (front entry of  the church). It is used for reserving the consecrated 
hosts for communion in home or hospital visits for those who cannot attend  

Sunday worship and, in some Anglican Churches, to store the oil of  chrism used 
for anointing. A light burns near it to indicate that it contains the sacrament. 
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PARISH STAFF 
 

The Rev. J. David Niemeyer, Rector                                                              rector@stmarksrva.org 

The Rev. Charles D. Aiken, Jr., Associate Rector                                              buckaiken4@gmail.com 

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Kye Price, Priest Associate                                              priestSP@stmarksrva.org 

The Rev. Dr. Dorothy White, Priest Associate                                     priestassociate@stmarksrva.org 

Mrs. Malinda Collier, Director of  Lay Ministry/Formation                                   dre@stmarksrva.org 

Mr. Steve Boschen, Assistant Choir Master                                                       singinowl@verizon.net 

Mr. Steve Barnes, Parish Administrator                                                             office@stmarksrva.org 

Ms. Karen Franklin, Feeding Ministry Coordinator                                        office@stmarksrva.org 

Ms. Meredith Franklin, Nursery                                                                        office@stmarksrva.org 

 

The office is currently closed.  Please call 358-4771 to leave a message.   

Messages are checked Tuesdays and Thursdays.  For quicker response, please email. 
 

Pastoral Emergency: 690-6807 
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THE VESTRY  

 
2021:  

 
Sanford Eberly, Worship Team Liaison 

 
Tamara Orr, Parish Life Liaison 

 
Ivy Burnes, Pastoral Care Team Liaison 

 
2022: 

 
Ryn Kennedy, Sr. Warden, Property Team Liaison 

 
Jeff  Dussault, Finance Team Liaison 

 
Isabel Tucker, Jr. Warden, Evangelism Team Liaison 

 
2023:  

 
Shannon Heady, Education Team Liaison 

 
Jamie Francis, Stewardship Team Liaison 

 
Don Kyser, Outreach and Justice/Advocacy Team Liaison 

 
Ex-officio 

 
Register: Karen Franklin 

 
Treasurer: Suzanne Long 

 

 
ST. MARK’S TRUSTEES:   

 
Steve Boschen 

 
Joe Kelly 

 
Harold Wright 



��� 

 
MINISTRY TEAMS AND CHAIRS: 

 
Director of  Lay Ministry and Formation, Malinda Collier 

 
Gathered Ministry: 

 
Karen Hardison, Worship 

 
Karen Franklin, Pastoral Care 

 
Beth Wentworth, Education 

 
Amanda Cline & Mickie Jones, Parish Life 

 
Sent Ministry: 

 
Ed Street, Outreach 

 
Suzanne Long, Evangelism 

 
Penny Adams, Justice and Advocacy 

 
Shared Ministry: 

 
Mike Gephart, Finance 

 
Wes Kaufman & Dee Whitlow, Audit 

 
Howard Pugh, Stewardship 

 
Brent Graves, Property 

 
Denis Riva, Vestry 

 
Pam Piercy, Personnel 

 
 

To contact anyone listed above, please send an email to office@stmarksrva.org 



��� 



��� 

 

All are Welcome Here 
Diverse, Urban, Eucharist Centered, Service-Oriented 

 

Thank you for joining us. 
Please let us know how we may encourage you to serve the Lord 

 with us by filling out the “Welcome” card found in the rack in front of  you  
and placing it in the Offering Plate. 

 

You may also speak to any clergy or greeters following the worship service. 
 

Founded in 1866 to serve the working people of  Richmond,  
St. Mark’s Church is an active member of  the Episcopal Diocese of  Virginia,  

110 West Franklin Street, Richmond, VA, 23220, 804-643-8451,  
and the Anglican Communion. 

 

The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, Bishop Suffragan & Ecclesiastical Authority of  Virginia. 
The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson, Assistant Bishop of  Virginia 

The Rt. Rev. Porter Taylor, Assistant Bishop of  Virginia 

520 N. Arthur Ashe Boulevard, Richmond VA 23220 
804-358-4771   stmarksrva.org 


