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The Sunday of  the Passion: 
Palm Sunday  

March 28, 2021 Year B 
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Palm Sunday: 
“Entering with joy upon the contemplation of  those mighty acts whereby God has 
given us life and immortality,” we began with the blessing of  the palms and  
exclaim, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of  the Lord.  Hosanna in the 
highest.”   
 
Our procession remembers the entry of  Jesus into Jerusalem.  The altar cloth and 
cross veiling are red as symbolic death shrouds. 

 

Our love for God compels us 
to love and welcome others 

with open arms— 
regardless of  age, ethnicity,  

sexual orientation  
or social status. 

 

We celebrate our God, for 
each other and for our  
community through  

Episcopal worship that keeps 
us grounded in our faith. 

Our love for God  
compels us to serve our com-

munity by being  
active in service to  

those in need. 

 

St. Mark’s is a community of  
people who believe in the 
power of  God’s love as  

expressed through God’s son, 
Jesus Christ. 

520 N. Arthur Ashe Boulevard, Richmond VA 23220 
804-358-4771   stmarksrva.org 

 
 

St. Mark’s is a community of  believers who express our love for God  
by welcoming everyone, serving our community,  

and celebrating our Episcopal worship. 
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(The People gather on the front steps of the church) 

The Liturgy of  the Palms 
 

Presider:     Blessed is the King who comes in the name of  the Lord. 
All:        Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
Presider:     Let us pray. 
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of  our salvation, that we may enter 
with joy upon the contemplation of  those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life 
and immortality; through  Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN.  
 
The Gospel:                                                                                            Mark 11:1-11 
 

                The Holy Gospel of  our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to Mark 
                   All: Glory to you Lord Christ 
 
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of  
Olives, Jesus sent two of  his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of  
you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been 
ridden; untie it and bring it. If  anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say 
this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’” They went away and 
found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of  the 
bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They told them what 
Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and 
threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, 
and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went 
ahead and those who followed were shouting, 
 
“Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of  the Lord! 
Blessed is the coming kingdom of  our ancestor David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 

 

                        The Gospel of  the Lord 
                     All: Praise to you Lord Christ 

The Baptismal Font 

Through the sacrament of  baptism we become members of  Christ’s family – the 
church. The presence of  the baptismal font in the church is a reminder of  our own 

baptism and the commitments that we made or that were made on our behalf. 



�� 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29                         Confitemini Domino 
 

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
his mercy endures for ever. 
 
2 Let Israel now proclaim, * 
"His mercy endures for ever." 
 
19 Open for me the gates of  righteousness; * 
I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the Lord. 
 
20 "This is the gate of  the Lord; * 
he who is righteous may enter." 
 
21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
and have become my salvation. 
 
22 The same stone which the builders rejected * 
has become the chief  cornerstone. 
 
23 This is the Lord's doing, * 
and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 
24 On this day the Lord has acted; * 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
25 Hosannah, Lord, hosannah! * 
Lord, send us now success. 
 
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord; * 
we bless you from the house of  the Lord. 
 
27 God is the Lord; he has shined upon us; * 
form a procession with branches up to the horns of  the altar. 
 
28 "You are my God, and I will thank you; * 
you are my God, and I will exalt you." 
 
29 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
his mercy endures for ever. 
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Presider:    The Lord be with you. 
All:          And also with you. 
Presider:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:           It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of  love by which you have redeemed 
us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  On this day he entered the holy city of  
Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of  kings by those who spread their 
garments and branches of  palm along his way.  Let these branches be for us signs of  his 
victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, 
and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with 
you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  AMEN. 
 
Presider:    Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. 
All:          Hosanna in the highest. 
Presider:    Let us go forth in peace. 
All:           In the name of  Christ. AMEN.  
 
Hymn 154 (Blue Book)        All Glory, Laud and Honor�                              Valet will ich dir geben 
Sing Verse 1                                                                             Rob McTier 
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The Word of  God or The Liturgy of  the Word 
 

Salutation 
Presider:    Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
All:    And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  AMEN. 
 

The Collect of  the Day 
Presider:   The Lord be with you. 
All:         And also with you. 
Presider:   Let us pray. 
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, 
giving us the example of  his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way 
of  his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 
 
(Please be seated) 

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah                  Isaiah 50:4-9a               Karen Franklin 
The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of  a teacher,  
that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word.  
Morning by morning he wakens--wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.  
The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious,  
I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, 
    and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;  
I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.  
The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced;  
therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame;  
    he who vindicates me is near.  
Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together.  
Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me.  
It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty?  
 

                 The Word of  the Lord. 
                All: Thanks be to God. 

The Lectern 
The lectern is the stand from which the Hebrew Scripture (First or Old Testament), 

the Psalm, and the Epistle (New or Second Testament) are read. It is a visible       
expression of  the significance of  Holy Scripture to the life of  the church.  

In colonial churches, the lectern was often incorporated as  
the middle level of  a multi-tiered pulpit. 
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The Psalm, Psalm 31:9-16                                     Karen Franklin 
 

9  Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; * 
    my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 
 
10 For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; * 
     my strength fails me because of  affliction, and my bones are consumed. 
 
11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 
     a dismay to those of  my acquaintance; * 
     when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
 
12 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of  mind; * 
     I am as useless as a broken pot. 
 
13 For I have heard the whispering of  the crowd; fear is all around; * 
     they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
 
14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. * 
     I have said, "You are my God. 
 
15 My times are in your hand; * 
     rescue me from the hand of  my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
 
16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
     and in your loving-kindness save me."  

 
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians  Philippians 2:5-11        Peter Walker 
 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form 
of  God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of  a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself  and became obedient to the point of  death--even 
death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
above every name, so that at the name of  Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of  God the Father.  
 
                        The Word of  the Lord. 
                   All: Thanks be to God 
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(Please be seated)  
 
Narrator:  The Passion of  Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark              
                                            Mark 15:1-47 
(The Passion Gospel is read in parts led by a narrator)  
  

 
Narrator: As soon as it was morning, the chief  priests held a consultation with the 

elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, 
and handed him over to Pilate.  

 
Pilate:  "Are you the King of  the Jews?"  
 
Jesus:   "You say so."  
 
Narrator: Then the chief  priests accused him of  many things. Pilate asked him again,  
 
Pilate:  "Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you."  
 
Narrator: But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. Now at the 

festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. 
Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had 
committed murder during the insurrection. So the crowd came and began to 
ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. Then he answered them,  

 
Pilate:  "Do you want me to release for you the King of  the Jews?"  

Readers of  the Passion: 
Narrator - Carter Strite, 

Pilate- Mike Maruca, 

Jesus - Patrick McDuff, 

Soldiers - Heady/Downey Family, 

Passers-by - Annette & Elizabeth Spanel, 

Chief  Priests - Bill Martin & Dale Salyers, 

Bystanders - Juliana & Julian Smulders, 

Observer - Becky Lee, 

Centurion - Charlie Boisky 
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Narrator: For he realized that it was out of  jealousy that the chief  priests had handed 
him over. But the chief  priests stirred up the crowd to have him release 
Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them again,  

 
Pilate:  "Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of  the     
                   Jews?"  
 
Narrator: They shouted back,  
 
Congregation: "Crucify him!"  
 
Narrator: Pilate asked them, 
 
Pilate:   "Why, what evil has he done?"  
 
Narrator: But they shouted all the more,  
 
Congregation: "Crucify him!"  
 
Narrator: So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after 

flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. Then the soldiers led him 
into the courtyard of  the palace (that is, the governor's headquarters); and 
they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a purple 
cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And 
they began saluting him,  

 
Soldiers: "Hail, King of  the Jews!"  
 
Narrator: They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage 

to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of  the purple cloak and put 
his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. They 
compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his 
cross; it was Simon of  Cyrene, the father of  Alexander and Rufus. Then they 
brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of  a 
skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 
And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to 
decide what each should take. 
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Narrator: It was nine o'clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription 
of  the charge against him read, "The King of  the Jews." And with him they 
crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his left. Those who 
passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying,  

 
Passers-by: "Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save 

yourself, and come down from the cross!"  
 
Narrator: In the same way the chief  priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking 

him among themselves and saying,  
 
Chief  Priests and Scribes:  
 "He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of  

Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe." 
 
Narrator:  Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. When it was noon, 

darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three 
o'clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice,  

 
Jesus:  "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" 
 
Narrator:  which means, 
 
Jesus:   "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"  
 
Narrator: When some of  the bystanders heard it, they said, 
 
Bystanders:  "Listen, he is calling for Elijah."  
 
Narrator: And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave 

it to him to drink, saying,  
 
Observer: "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down."  
 
Narrator: Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of  the 

temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who 
stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said,  

 
Centurion: "Truly this man was God's Son!" 
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Narrator: There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were  
 Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of  James the younger and of  Joses, 

and Salome. These used to follow him and provided for him when he was in 
Galilee; and there were many other women who had come up with him to 
Jerusalem. When evening had come, and since it was the day of  Preparation, 
that is, the day before the sabbath, Joseph of  Arimathea, a respected 
member of  the council, who was also himself  waiting expectantly for the 
kingdom of  God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of  Jesus. 
Then Pilate wondered if  he were already dead; and summoning the 
centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some time. When he 
learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 
Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in 
the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of  the rock. He 
then rolled a stone against the door of  the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary 
the mother of  Joses saw where the body was laid. 

  
The Sermon                                                                        The Rev. J. David Niemeyer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Pulpit 
The pulpit is reserved for the sermon suggesting the important role of   

reflecting on scripture. The canopy is designed to reflect sound and comes from 
the time when that was the means of  amplification to the congregation. 
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Prayers of  the People                                                  Rob McTier 
 

Intercessor Walk with your church, O God; embolden us to speak truthfully and to act 
with the courage of  love as you guide our clergy, empower the laity, and 
direct our mission. This day and always, 

All:          Christ, be our path. 
 
Intercessor Walk in your world, O God; heal the warring of  the nations and the 

wounding of  the earth to give us peace at last making us one human family 
who clothe each other with mercy and feed each other with justice. This day 
and always, 

All:          Christ, be our path. 
 
Intercessor Walk in our hearts, O God; awaken your gift of  life to us as we seek, find, 

and know you through each other, especially Malinda, Maximo, John, David, 
Ethel, and Caitlin, who celebrate birthdays, and those who celebrate 
anniversaries. This day and always, 

All:          Christ, be our path. 
 
Intercessor Walk with the afflicted, O God; remind them of  your deep compassion and 
  how you tenderly bear our sorrows. We pray especially for David, Kevin,   
                  Lisette, Sam and his family, the Heady/Downey family, Margaret, Gray,  
                  Phyllis, Juette, Diane, David, Samantha, Bill, Doris, Freida, Betty and the            
                  Davis Family, Shameka, Althea, Susan, Gordon, Elizabeth, Joel, Stefan, Joe    
                   and his family, Abby, Durwood, Hollis,  Michael, Brian, Carl, Nick, Teresa,              
                  Andrew,  Matthew, Mary and Lonny, Sean,  Andy, Claudia, Beach, Griffen,   
                  Katie, Donna, and those ill with COVID-19. 
                  And we pray for others whom we name aloud or silently at this time.                      
                  (Pause) This day and always, 
All:          Christ, be our path. 
 
Intercessor  Walk with all the departed, especially the victims of  the shootings in Atlanta 

and Boulder, and the pandemic, whose faith you alone know, O God.  This 
day and always, 

All:          Christ, be our path. 
All: Be our path, O God; be our light, O God; be our truth, O God. This 

day and always. AMEN. 
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(Please stand as you are able) 
The Peace  
  
Presider:    The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
All:          And also with you. 
 
 
 

The Blessing   
 

Hymn 172             Were you when they crucified my Lord?                     Were you there               
Sing verses 1 & 2 & 4                                                               St. Mark’s Virtual Choir 
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The Dismissal   
 

Presider:         Let us go forth in the name of  Christ to love and serve the Risen Lord and 
  each other.               
All:             Thanks be to God.   
 

The Bible texts of  the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of  Christian Education of  the National Council of  the 
Church of  Christ in the USA, and used by permission.   The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from 
the Book of  Common Prayer, 1979.  Confession from the Litany of  Reconciliation produced by the 
Standing Committee of  Liturgy and Music of  The Episcopal Church.   
 
Music reprinted with permission of  Church Publishing Incorporated (“CPI”) for Riteseries Online.   
Additional media permissions under ONE LICENSE #A400994. 
 

 
Holy Week Services:  

 
Maundy Thursday, April 1st: Service at 7:00 pm 

 

 Good Friday, April 2nd: Service at 7:00 pm 

 

No Great Vigil Service 

 

 Easter Sunday, April 4th: Service at 10:30 am 

The Ambry 

The ambry is a cupboard located in the St. Mary Chapel which is at the right of  
the narthex (front entry of  the church). It is used for reserving the consecrated 
hosts for communion in home or hospital visits for those who cannot attend 

Sunday worship and, in some Anglican Churches, to store the oil of  chrism used 
for anointing. A light burns near it to indicate that it contains the sacrament.  
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Please Remember in Your Prayers This Week:   
 
Parishioners: David Lenz, Kevin Truman, Lisette Johnson, Sam Francis and family, the 
Heady/Downey family, Margaret Franklin, Gray Morris, Phyllis Iverson, Juette Iverson, 
Diane Hoover, David Christiana, Samantha Ridley, Bill Piercy, and Doris Enroughty. 
  
Our extended family and friends: Freida, Betty and the Davis Family, Shameka, Althea, 
Susan, Gordon, Elizabeth Hall, Joel Watson, Stefan Osdene, Joe Inge and family, Abby 
Bishop, Durwood Usry, Hollis Daniels, Michael Rider, Brian Hanshaw, Carl, Nick, 
Teresa Nichols, Andrew, Matthew Owen, Mary and Lonny Townley, Sean Ward, Andy, 
Claudia, Beach, Griffen, Katie Morris, and Donna Raubenstine. 
 
Those who have died: especially the victims of  the shootings in Atlanta and Boulder, 
and the pandemic. 
  
Those celebrating birthdays this week: especially Malinda Collier, Maximo Keeling, John 
Lamberta, David Lenz, Ethel Kutteroff, and Caitlin Francis. 
 
Those celebrating anniversaries this week:  
 
Diocesan Cycle of  Prayer: Pray for the Upper Tidewater Region churches: Abingdon, 
White Marsh; Christ, Saluda; Immanuel, King & Queen; Kingston Parish, Mathews; St. 
David’s, Aylett; St. John’s, Tappahannock; St. John’s, West Point; St. Paul’s, Millers 
Tavern; St. Paul’s, West Point; St. Peter’s, New Kent; Varina, Henrico; Vauter’s, Loretto, 
Champlain; Ware, Gloucester; and Westover, Charles City. 
 
Metro Richmond Cycle of  Prayer:  We pray for health care in Metropolitan Richmond: 
For clinics, medical personnel, and all institutions that serve persons who are uninsured 
or underinsured. For a national health care system that promotes and encourages health, 
wellness, and well being for all people.  We pray for the strength and safety of  first 
responders, care personnel, and for the well being of  those who continue to serve the 
needs of  the community. 
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PARISH STAFF 
 

The Rev. J. David Niemeyer, Rector                                        rector@stmarksrva.org 

The Rev. Charles D. Aiken, Jr., Associate Rector                     buckman356@comcast.net 

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Kye Price, Priest Associate                          PriestSP@stmarksrva.org 

The Rev. Dr. Dorothy A. White, Priest Associate              priestassociate@stmarksrva.org 

Mrs. Malinda Collier, Director of  Lay Ministry/Formation               dre@stmarksrva.org 

Mr. Steve Boschen, Assistant Choir Master                                    singinowl@verizon.net 

Mr. Steve Barnes, Parish Administrator                                          office@stmarksrva.org 

Ms. Karen Franklin, Feeding Ministry Coordinator                      office@stmarksrva.org 

Ms. Meredith Franklin, Nursery                                                     office@stmarksrva.org 

 

Office Hours:  Tuesday-Friday 11 am - 4 pm, 358-4771 
 

Pastoral Emergency: 690-6807 
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THE VESTRY  

 
2021:  

 

Sanford Eberly, Worship Team Liaison 
 

Tamara Orr, Parish Life Liaison 
 

Ivy Burnes, Pastoral Care Team Liaison 
 

2022: 
 

Ryn Kennedy, Sr. Warden, Property Team Liaison 
 

Jeff  Dussault, Finance Team Liaison 
 

Isabel Tucker, Jr. Warden, Evangelism Team Liaison 
 

2023:  
 

Shannon Heady, Education Team Liaison 
 

Jamie Francis, Stewardship Team Liaison 
 

Don Kyser, Outreach and Justice/Advocacy Team Liaison 
 

Ex-officio 
 

Register: Karen Franklin 
 

Treasurer: Suzanne Long 
 

 
ST. MARK’S TRUSTEES:   

 
Steve Boschen 

 
Joe Kelly 

 
Harold Wright 
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MINISTRY TEAMS AND CHAIRS: 

 
Director of  Lay Ministry and Formation, Malinda Collier 

 
Gathered Ministry: 

 
Karen Hardison, Worship 

 
Karen Franklin, Pastoral Care 

 
Beth Wentworth, Education 

 
Amanda Cline & Mickie Jones, Parish Life 

 
Sent Ministry: 

 
Ed Street, Outreach 

 
Suzanne Long, Evangelism 

 
Penny Adams, Justice and Advocacy 

 
Shared Ministry: 

 
Mike Gephart, Finance 

 
Wes Kaufman & Dee Whitlow, Audit 

 
Howard Pugh, Stewardship 

 
Brent Graves, Property 

 
Denis Riva, Vestry 

 
Pam Piercy, Personnel 

 
 

To contact anyone listed above, please send an email to office@stmarksrva.org 
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All are Welcome Here 
Diverse, Urban, Eucharist Centered, Service-Oriented 

 

Thank you for joining us. 
Please let us know how we may encourage you to serve the Lord 

 with us by filling out the “Welcome” card found in the rack in front of  you  
and placing it in the Offering Plate. 

 

You may also speak to any clergy or greeters following the worship service. 
 

Founded in 1866 to serve the working people of  Richmond,  
St. Mark’s Church is an active member of  the Episcopal Diocese of  Virginia,  

110 West Franklin Street, Richmond, VA, 23220, 804-643-8451,  
and the Anglican Communion. 

 

The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, Bishop Suffragan & Ecclesiastical Authority of  Virginia. 
The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson, Assistant Bishop of  Virginia 

The Rt. Rev. Porter Taylor, Assistant Bishop of  Virginia 

520 N. Arthur Ashe Boulevard, Richmond VA 23220 
804-358-4771   stmarksrva.org 


