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Matthew 10:24-39 

Jesus said to the twelve disciples, “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor 
a slave above the master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, 
and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house 
Beelzebub, how much more will they malign those of his household! 

“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be 
uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to 
you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim 
from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not 
two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 
apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So 
do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 

“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before 
others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come 
to bring peace, but a sword. 

For I have come to set a man against his father, 
and a daughter against her mother, 
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and 
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and 
whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 
Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake will find it.” 
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STM June 21st 
  

When the Kingdom of God comes there is always a 
shaking.  The Kingdom of God is love, righteous, peace and 
joy in the Holy Spirit.  Yet in our text for today Jesus says, 

Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; 
I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 
 

A few years ago I had an experience while standing in line to 
vote.  I was teaching an elective course that I had created 
entitled African American Christianity.  As I stood in line that 
early morning I pondered the previous days of class when I 
shared the letter from eight white clergymen of Birmingham 
addressed to the Rev. Dr.  Martin Luther King, Jr.  This letter 
basically stated that King – whom the clergymen labeled “an 
outsider” -, was not welcomed in Birmingham.  These 
clergymen went on to write that they could work with the 
Negroes in Birmingham and address the social issues of 
concern. 

  

Dr. King wrote what is a patient and eloquent response to 
these clergymen that included Episcopal clergy.  Dr. King let 
them know that the clarion call of the black citizens of 
Birmingham had reached the ear of his heart.  He had to 
respond with demonstrations for Birmingham’s black citizens 
because the same God who heard the call of the children of 
Israel and summoned Moses – that same God had heard the 
cries coming from Birmingham and that same God sent word 
for Martin to respond. 

  

Now, back to voting, as the line progressed I was soon 
inside the school.  It then occurred to me – deep within me – 
that I was standing in line about to cast my vote.  Being older 
it was definitely not my first time voting.  And yet in that 
moment I began to give thanks for every life that made my 



	 3	

presence in line possible.  As tears filled my eyes it was time 
to cast my ballot.  I gave thanks once again as I drove to 
school to begin my day of teaching. 

  

You see, when the Kingdom of Heaven touches the earth – 
those who are children of the Most High God must 
respond.  Now, Jesus never embraces violence nor the 
murder and brutalization of others as a method to bring the 
reign of the Kingdom of God.  In this text for today the 
disciples are being reminded that the stance of a disciple is 
to learn and then do. 

  

So based on the life and teachings of Jesus – the Kingdom 
of Heaven arrived and the response of this world was to 
draw a sword and seek to destroy it.  Jesus shows 
throughout his earthly life that the violence of this world is 
not enough to deter him from the mission.  God so loved the 
world until the world will be loved no matter its’ response. 
  

Historically in the US, there has been a narrative put forth 
regarding the life and ministry of Jesus.  This narrative is: 

Jesus who approved of slavery, supported oppression, rape, 
and the treating of human beings as “just the way it was” – 
you know, everybody had slaves.  This version of Jesus saw 
people of color as less than and white supremacy as 
holy.  Well, even the countless African slaves who lacked 
access to a formal education knew better than that!! 

  

This warped, distorted and damning version of Jesus has 
destroyed families and lives for far too long.  The United 
States of America has perpetuated this virulent malady for 
far too long.   The disease -- this malady of America has a 
name.  I heard it articulated in an inspiring homily by the 
Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III.  In his heartfelt clarion call Moss lets 
us know that America is suffering from a disease that has 
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spread to generations of her citizens.  He calls it 
Confederate COVID 1619.  Let me explain. 

  

This disease teaches and supports the notion that white 
supremacy is God’s will.  This disease perpetuates the arrest 
and prosecution of kids of color for the same crimes that kids 
with money are given Community Service.  You see, we 
hear about Affluenza but we never hear about Poorfluenza.  

  

Who is Jesus calling the church to be?  What lessons are 
disciples of Jesus to learn?  Well, I guarantee you it is not 
hatred, bigotry nor misogyny or homophobia.  The worth of a 
person is not left up to news commentators nor 
chants.  Human beings are made in the image of God no 
matter where they are born.  And, money is not the standard 
of a person’s worth! 

  

I remember what my parents were the most concerned 
about for the five of us was not some catastrophic illness, 
not some disease that is difficult to diagnose or treat.   The 
greatest concern for my parents was -- what would racism 
do to their children? 

  

God is intimately concerned for our lives.  Bishop Rob Wright 
of Atlanta writes:  History has “unmattered” black lives – 
therefore Black Lives Matter because history has unmattered 
us.  History has not unmattered All Lives.  All lives were not 
stolen from their homeland, forced to lie in their own waste in 
the belly of ships, raped in the Middle Passage and then sold 
on an auction block in America.  So, since history sought to 
destroy the human worth and dignity of blacks – we need to 
hear as well as to state that Black Lives Matter. 

  

There is a cure for bigotry and hatred of neighbor and 
self.  We must right (write) history.  We must tell the truth 
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about our beginning and its impact on the world.  This Middle 
Eastern Jew born in Bethlehem of Judea has lived an 
exemplary life as a model for us to follow.  God’s Spirit will 
empower us to find our way. 

  

We must so love that we literally love hell out of people.  We 
must so love that the black child who cannot read by the 
third grade is not labeled incorrigible but instead receives 
academic testing to discover how this child learns.   We 
must stop conveying the expectation that this child will spend 
his adult life in prison.  Instead we must recognize the face 
of God when we see children.  We must be willing to 
intervene for the sake of Christ and one another.  The love of 
the church is to be so radical – so challenging – so earth 
shaking until even our worst enemy will be compelled to drop 
that sword!! 

  

The Right Rev. Susan Goff shares that she has a bias.  This 
bias is a bias for those issues for which Jesus is biased. 

  

- Jesus is biased towards those who have been excluded. 

- Jesus identified with those that the economically powerful 
labeled expendable. 

- Life gives us a choice -- selfishness or other 
centeredness.  Jesus chose other centeredness. 

- Jesus stood against empire.  To take up your cross is a call 
to do the same. 

- We are to learn what it means to follow Jesus and move in 
obedience even as we learn. 

- Jesus was a social justice practitioner who delighted in 
showing the marginalized people of this world that God is 
crazy in love with each and every one of them!!  And beloved 
--God still is!! 
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And finally, Bishop Brian Prior of Minnesota expressed a 
reality that I would like to leave with you today.  He said, we 
cannot afford the luxury of being “social justice tourists.”   No 
more observing from the sidelines.   
 

I echo Buck’s sentiments from his sermon last Sunday.  The 
young of America are in the streets acknowledging our 
history and steering our destiny.  And beloved, if you listen 
and watch closely you will see it  – the Kingdom of Heaven is 
at hand. 
 

	


