
   

The Day of  Pentecost 
Whitsunday 

May 23, 2021, Rite 2 Year B    

 

Our love for God compels us 
to love and welcome others 

with open arms— 
regardless of  age, ethnicity,  

sexual orientation  
or social status. 

 

We celebrate our God, for 
each other and for our  
community through  

Episcopal worship that keeps 
us grounded in our faith. 

Our love for God  
compels us to serve our 

community by being  
active in service to  

those in need. 

520 N. Boulevard, Richmond VA 23220 
804-358-4771   stmarksrva.org 

St. Mark’s is a community of  believers who express our love for God  
by welcoming everyone, serving our community,  

and celebrating our Episcopal worship. 

 

St. Mark’s is a community of  
people who believe in the 
power of  God’s love as  

expressed through God’s 
son, Jesus Christ. 
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The great fifty days of Easter are intended to be the most joyous and festive days in the whole year.  We sing and live the story of a 
new world of possibility. God’s longed for reign has begun.  We live between the already and the not yet.  We do not need to build God’s 
reign, we need only to abide in it, to live as if it is already within and among us, thereby cooperating with God until it comes in its 
fullness.                                                                                                                          —- John Westerhoff 
 
Basic Liturgics 
Liturgy: "Liturgy" comes from the Greek word leitourgia, which literally means "work of the people." It was used to 
refer to a public work done at private expense and could be used to classify projects like a privately-financed bridge 
that was being built for the use of a whole town. The public libraries built by Andrew Carnegie could also be 
considered a leitourgia. In church usage, liturgy is the act of worship that we do on behalf of ourselves, the wider 
Church, and the world. 
 
Eucharist: The word Eucharist comes from the Greek word eucharistia, which means "thanksgiving." For this reason 
the Prayer Book also calls the Eucharistic Prayer by the label "The Great Thanksgiving." The service of Holy 
Communion is our great act of thanksgiving to God. 
 
The Structure of the Eucharistic Liturgy:  
The Eucharistic Liturgy is divided into two main parts:  
 (1) The Liturgy of the Word      (2) The Holy Communion or The Liturgy of the Table  

 - The Gathering Rite     - The Offertory 
  - The Lessons & Sermon    - The Eucharistic Prayer  
  - The Creed      - The Lord’s Prayer     
  - The Intercessions and Confession   - The Fraction or The Breaking of the Bread 
  - The Peace      - Holy Communion 
         - The Post-Communion Prayer 
         - Blessing and Dismissal 
Terms for Those Who Help With Worship: 
Celebrant, Presider, Officiant: A priest, bishop, or deacon who presides at the liturgy. 
 

Deacon: A person ordained to the diaconate can help with reading the gospel, leading the Prayers of the People, 
leading the Confession, setting the Altar at Offertory, distributing Communion, cleaning up after Communion, or 
the Dismissal. 
 

Crucifer: Someone who carries the processional cross. 
 

Acolyte: Literally this means "torch-bearer." 
 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Lay people who have been authorized by the Bishop and the Rector to help distribute 
Communion, usually by being chalice-bearers. 
 

Book-bearer: The person who carries the Gospel Book in procession and holds it during the Gospel Reading. 
 

Preacher: A person who gives a sermon or homily. 
 

Lector: A person who reads a lesson from the Bible. 
 

Intercessor: A person who leads the Prayers of the People. 
 

Oblation-bearers: Those who bring up the gifts of bread and wine at Offertory. 
 

Ushers: Those who help people find their seat and the bulletin, who collect the offering and present it, and who 
help direct people during Communion. 
 

Greeters:  Those who, after the Dismissal, welcome new people and invite them to coffee and social time. 
 

Altar Guild: The team of people who help prepare the Altar area and are responsible for cleaning the vessels and 
linens. 
 

Floral Guild: Those who create the floral arrangements for worship. 
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Holy Eucharist-Rite Two  
The Word of  God or The Liturgy of  the Word 

 
Opening Acclamation  
 

Presider: Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
     All: The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 
Collect for Purity   
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 
 
The Collect of  the Day  
 

Presider: The Lord be with you. 
      All: And also with you. 
Presider: Let us pray. 
 

Presider:  Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of  eternal life to every race and nation by the 
promised gift of  your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of  
the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of  the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 
 
The Lessons 
 

A reading from the Book of  Acts                      Acts 2:1-21                                        Mickie Jones 
 

When the day of  Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of  a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of  fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of  
them. All of  them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them ability. 
 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound 
the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of  each.                                                                                                (Continued Next Page)  

The Baptismal Font 

Through the sacrament of  baptism we become members of  Christ’s family – the 
church. The presence of  the baptismal font in the church is a reminder of  our 

own baptism and the commitments that we made or that were made on our behalf. 
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Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it 
that we hear, each of  us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of  
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts 
of  Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-
- in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of  power." All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are 
filled with new wine." 
 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of  Judea and all who 
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as 
you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the 
prophet Joel: 
 
`In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall 
dream dreams.  Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy. 
 
And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and 
smoky mist.  The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of  the 
Lord's great and glorious day.  Then everyone who calls on the name of  the Lord shall be saved.' " 
 
              The Word of  the Lord. 
                    All:   Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 104:25-35, 37                                  Benedic, anima mea                                           Mickie Jones 
 

 

25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! * 
in wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of  your creatures. 
 
26 Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too many to number, * 
creatures both small and great. 
 
27 There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan, * 
which you have made for the sport of  it. 
                                                                                                                            (Continued Next Page) 

The Lectern 

The lectern is the stand from which the Hebrew Scripture (First or Old             
Testament), the Psalm, and the Epistle (New or Second Testament) are read. It is a 
visible expression of  the significance of  Holy Scripture to the life of  the church. 
In colonial churches, the lectern was often incorporated as the middle level of  a 

multi-tiered pulpit. 
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28 All of  them look to you * 
to give them their food in due season. 
 
29 You give it to them; they gather it; * 
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
 
30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; * 
you take away their breath, and they die and return to their dust. 
 
31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * 
and so you renew the face of  the earth. 
 
32 May the glory of  the Lord endure for ever; * 
may the Lord rejoice in all his works. 
 
33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; * 
he touches the mountains and they smoke. 
 
34 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; * 
I will praise my God while I have my being. 
 
35 May these words of  mine please him; * 
I will rejoice in the Lord. 
 
37 Bless the Lord, O my soul. * 
Hallelujah! 
 
A Reading from Romans                             Romans 8:22-27                                 Clare van Loenen 
 
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of  the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of  our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if  we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience. 
 
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what 
is the mind of  the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of  God. 
 
 

   The Word of  the Lord. 
       All:  Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 513 (1982 Hymnal-Blue Book)                Like the murmur of  the dove’s song                          Bridegroom 
Sing Verses  1, 2, and 3                                                                                   Sanford Eberly 
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The Gospel                          John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
 
 

 The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ According to John 
          All: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, ”When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of  truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify 
because you have been with me from the beginning. 
 
“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going 
to him who sent me; yet none of  you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these 
things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage 
that I go away, for if  I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if  I go, I will send 
him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and 
judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to 
the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, because the ruler of  this world has been 
condemned.      
 
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of  truth 
comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever 
he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he 
will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
 
   The Gospel of  the Lord. 
      All:  Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon                                                                          The Rev. J. David Niemeyer  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Pulpit 

The pulpit is reserved for the sermon suggesting the important role of   
reflecting on scripture. The canopy is designed to reflect sound and comes from 

the time when that was the means of  amplification to the  
congregation. 
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The Renewal of  Baptismal Vows                              Book of  Common Prayer page 292 
 
Presider:  Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his 
death, and raised with him to newness of  life.  I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten 
observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of  Holy Baptism, by which we once 
renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church. 
 
Presider:   Do you reaffirm your renunciation of  evil and renew your  commitment to  
   Jesus Christ?  
All:    I do.  
 
Presider:    Do you believe in God the Father?  
All:             I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth. 
 
Presider:    Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of  God?  
All:             I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
   He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
      and born of  the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Presider:    Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
All:             I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
   the communion of  saints, the forgiveness of  sins,  
   the resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting. 
  
Presider:    Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the    
                      breaking of  bread, and in the prayers?  
All:             I will, with God's help. 
 
Presider:   Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin,  
   repent and return to the Lord? 
All:             I will, with God's help.  
  
Presider:   Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of  God in Christ? 
All:    I will, with God’s help. 
 
Presider:   Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as   
            yourself? 
All:             I will, with God’s help.  
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Presider:   Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,  and respect the   
   dignity of  every human being?  
All:             I will, with God's help. 
 
The Presider concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows 
 
May Almighty God, the Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and 
the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of  sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.  AMEN. 
 
Prayers of  the People                                                                                                      Bill Martin 
 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in 
your love, and reveal your glory in the world.  We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of  Canterbury, for 
Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Susan, Jennifer, and Porter our bishops; for the congregations 
and clergy of  Holy Comforter, Vienna; St. Anne's, Reston; St. Paul’s, Owens, King George, and St. 
Stephen’s, Richmond; for all our staff, Vestry and Ministry Teams. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
All: Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the criminal justice system in Metropolitan Richmond: For the victims of  violent crime 
and for those who perpetuate violent crime. For situations and institutions that condone, promote or 
encourage violent behaviors.  We pray for the strength and safety of  first responders, care personnel, 
and for the well being of  those who continue to serve the needs of  the community. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
All: Hear our prayer. 
 
Guide the people of  this land, and of  all the nations, in the ways of  justice and peace; that we may 
honor one another and serve the common good.  Help us to heal the brokenness caused by the sin 
of  racism and to hear the Holy Spirit as she leads us in our response.  
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
All: Hear our prayer. 
 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the 
service of  others and to your honor and glory.  
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Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
All: Hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love 
one another as he loves us.  We pray for those celebrating birthdays this week, especially Keefer, 
Francesca, Kenn, Joe, Dale, and Steve, and for those celebrating anniversaries, especially Trudy and 
Larry, and Beverly and Chris 
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
All: Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; especially David, Kevin, Lisette, Sam  
and his family, the Heady/Downey family, Margaret, Gray, Phyllis, Juette, Diane, David, Samantha, 
Bill, Doris, Bobby, Joey, Cheryl, Presley, Justine, Betty, Lois, Anna, Norm, Freida, Betty and the Davis 
Family, Shameka, Althea, Susan, Elizabeth, Stefan, Joe and his family, Abby, Durwood, Hollis, 
Michael, Brian, Carl, Nick, Teresa, Andrew, Matthew, Sean, Andy, Claudia, Beach, Griffen, Katie,  
Donna, and those who suffer from the coronavirus. Give them courage and hope in their troubles, 
and bring them the joy of  your salvation. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
All: Hear our prayer. 
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially the victims of  the pandemic, and we pray 
that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
All: Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray, either aloud or silently, for our own needs and those of  others.   
 
Pause 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
All: Hear our prayer. 
 
Silence 
 
Concluding Collect 
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(As a sign of God’s reconciling love in the Resurrection, the Confession of Sin is omitted through Pentecost Sunday.) 
 
The Peace  
 
Presider:   The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
All:         And also with you. 
 
(All greet one another in the name of the Lord.) 
 
The Blessing 
 
Presider: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
All: AMEN. 
 
Presider: The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
All: AMEN. 
 
Presider: The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
All: AMEN. 
 
The Dismissal   
 
Presider:         Let us go forth in the name of  Christ to love and serve the Risen Lord and each other.   
        Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
    All:         Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 
The Bible texts of  the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright 1989 by the Division of  Christian Education of  the National Council of  the Church of  Christ in the 
USA, and used by permission.   The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of  Common Prayer, 1979.   
Confession from the Litany of  Reconciliation produced by the Standing Committee of  Liturgy and Music of  The 
Episcopal Church.   
 
Music reprinted with permission of  Church Publishing Incorporated (“CPI”) for Riteseries Online.   Additional 
media permissions under ONE LICENSE #A400994. 
 

The Ambry 
The ambry is a cupboard located in the St. Mary Chapel which is at the right of  
the narthex (front entry of  the church). It is used for reserving the consecrated 
hosts for communion in home or hospital visits for those who cannot attend  

Sunday worship and, in some Anglican Churches, to store the oil of  chrism used 
for anointing. A light burns near it to indicate that it contains the sacrament. 
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Please Remember in Your Prayers This Week:   
 
Parishioners: David Lenz, Kevin Truman, Lisette Johnson, Sam Francis and family, the Heady/
Downey family, Margaret Franklin, Gray Morris, Phyllis Iverson, Juette Iverson, Diane Hoover, 
David Christiana, Samantha Ridley, Bill Piercy, and Doris Enroughty. 
  
Our extended family and friends: Bobby Stephens, Joey Sallade, Cheryl Stevens, Presley Carter 
Dudley, Justine, Betty Bussells, Lois Ann Durrette, Anna Black, Norm Nielsen, Freida, Betty and the 
Davis Family, Shameka, Althea, Susan, Elizabeth Hall, Stefan Osdene, Joe Inge and family, Abby 
Bishop, Durwood Usry, Hollis Daniels, Michael Rider, Brian Hanshaw, Carl, Nick, Teresa Nichols, 
Andrew, Matthew Owen, Sean Ward, Andy, Claudia, Beach, Griffen, Katie Morris, and Donna 
Raubenstine. 
 
For those who have died: especially the victims of  the pandemic. 
 
Those celebrating birthdays: especially Keefer Hensel-Smith, Francesca Purcell, Kenn Shirley, Joe 
Purcell, Dale Salyers, and Steve Row. 
 
Those celebrating anniversaries: especially Trudy and Larry McCarty, and Beverly and Chris Durrer 
 
Diocesan Cycle of  Prayer: For the congregations and clergy of  Holy Comforter, Vienna; St. Anne's, 
Reston; St. Paul’s, Owens, King George, and St. Stephen’s, Richmond. 
 
Metro Richmond Cycle of  Prayer:  We pray for the criminal justice system in Metropolitan 
Richmond: For the victims of  violent crime and for those who perpetuate violent crime. For 
situations and institutions that condone, promote or encourage violent behaviors.   
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PARISH STAFF 
 

The Rev. J. David Niemeyer, Rector                                                              rector@stmarksrva.org 

The Rev. Charles D. Aiken, Jr., Associate Rector                                              buckaiken4@gmail.com 

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Kye Price, Priest Associate                                              priestSP@stmarksrva.org 

The Rev. Dr. Dorothy A. White, Priest Associate                                  priestassociate@stmarksrva.org 

Mrs. Malinda Collier, Director of  Lay Ministry/Formation                                   dre@stmarksrva.org 

Mr. Steve Barnes, Parish Administrator                                                             office@stmarksrva.org 

Ms. Karen Franklin, Feeding Ministry Coordinator                                        office@stmarksrva.org 

Ms. Meredith Franklin, Nursery                                                                        office@stmarksrva.org 

 

The office is currently closed.  Please call 358-4771 to leave a message.   

Messages are checked Tuesdays and Thursdays.  For quicker response, please email. 
 

Pastoral Emergency: 690-6807 
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THE VESTRY  

 
2021:  

 
Sanford Eberly, Worship Team Liaison 

 
Tamara Orr, Parish Life Liaison 

 
Ivy Burnes, Pastoral Care Team Liaison 

 
2022: 

 
Ryn Kennedy, Sr. Warden, Property Team Liaison 

 
Jeff  Dussault, Finance Team Liaison 

 
Isabel Tucker, Jr. Warden, Evangelism Team Liaison 

 
2023:  

 
Shannon Heady, Education Team Liaison 

 
Jamie Francis, Stewardship Team Liaison 

 
Don Kyser, Outreach and Justice/Advocacy Team Liaison 

 
Ex-officio 

 
Register: Karen Franklin 

 
Treasurer: Suzanne Long 

 

 
ST. MARK’S TRUSTEES:   

 
Steve Boschen 

 
Joe Kelly 

 
Harold Wright 
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MINISTRY TEAMS AND CHAIRS: 

 
Director of  Lay Ministry and Formation, Malinda Collier 

 
Gathered Ministry: 

 
Karen Hardison, Worship 

 
Karen Franklin, Pastoral Care 

 
Beth Wentworth, Education 

 
Amanda Cline & Mickie Jones, Parish Life 

 
Sent Ministry: 

 
Ed Street, Outreach 

 
Suzanne Long, Evangelism 

 
Penny Adams, Justice and Advocacy 

 
Shared Ministry: 

 
Mike Gephart, Finance 

 
Wes Kaufman & Dee Whitlow, Audit 

 
Howard Pugh, Stewardship 

 
Brent Graves, Property 

 
Denis Riva, Vestry 

 
Pam Piercy, Personnel 

 
 

To contact anyone listed above, please send an email to office@stmarksrva.org 
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All are Welcome Here 
Diverse, Urban, Eucharist Centered, Service-Oriented 

 

Thank you for joining us. 
Please let us know how we may encourage you to serve the Lord 

 with us by filling out the “Welcome” card found in the rack in front of  you  
and placing it in the Offering Plate. 

 

You may also speak to any clergy or greeters following the worship service. 
 

Founded in 1866 to serve the working people of  Richmond,  
St. Mark’s Church is an active member of  the Episcopal Diocese of  Virginia,  

110 West Franklin Street, Richmond, VA, 23220, 804-643-8451,  
and the Anglican Communion. 

 

The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, Bishop Suffragan & Ecclesiastical Authority of  Virginia. 
The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson, Assistant Bishop of  Virginia 

The Rt. Rev. Porter Taylor, Assistant Bishop of  Virginia 

520 N. Arthur Ashe Boulevard, Richmond VA 23220 
804-358-4771   stmarksrva.org 


