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John 3:14-21 

Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 

whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but may have eternal life. 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 

saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are 

condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the 

judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their 

deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 

exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have 

been done in God.” 

For God so loved the world… How in the world did a proclamation 

of an eternal reality get turned into a doctrine of exclusion?  What 

happened?  Was Jesus actually telling Nicodemus to believe in the 

sense of exercising the gray matter?  Is believing simply a mental 

affirmation that allows those embracing it to consider themselves the 

“true remnant?”  So eternal life is the goal, right?  Or do we need to 

consider that there is more than meets the ear that emerged from this 

well-known nocturnal meeting.   

If the encounter was intended to convey a certain set of rules then 

what’s love got to do with it?  Well, I am so glad that you asked.  Let 

us consider this lesson that is so famous until during in person 

college sporting events the number of signs reading John 3:16 could 

exceed those that say, Mom, send money. 

Through a series of encounters and events that are entirely too 

numerous to mention, by the time of Jesus’ birth an unhealthy view 

of divinity was the norm.  Embracing the reality of their own lives, 

the God of Israel was seen as a short-tempered, misogynist who 

enjoyed punishing people and keeping records of their failures and 

flaws.  By this time God had an inner circle who were considered so 

above the commoner that this inner circle had exclusive rights to 

determine who God was as well as how God was to be encountered. 



Entering the globe from the East was Jesus of Nazareth.  Born not in 

a palace but a stable, greeted not by pomp but shepherds, nursed by 

Mary, a woman from Nazareth.  This Jesus was embraced by Simeon 

and recognized by an old prophetess named Anna on the occasion of 

his circumcision .  Certainly this profile does not fit with the idea of 

a God of the universe coming to save. 

The narrative prevailing narrative about God taught that love must 

be earned.  The narrative indicated that God’s commitment was to a 

few.  The storyline said that the world that God created needed a 

problem solver in order for God to love it.  But Jesus shows up and 

shifts the narrative. Jesus’ life said:  God so loved the world that I 

am here to show you just how much. 

What did Jesus show us about God’s love?                       

 - willingness NOT willfulness 

- Transformation NOT destruction  

- dying to self NOT hatred of self  

- love that will not let you go  

- We are so loved until God identifies with us.  God so loves until we 

can give our lives and embrace a richer life.  Jesus dies and offers us 

His blood and body as continual reminders of the extent to which we 

are loved.  At the Table the Host is broken and we gather to be 

reminded of the extent to which God loves us.  The wine -- the blood 

is poured out for us to let us know that the love of God is life giving 

and transformative; so transformative that we share a common cup. 

The Incarnation is not a doctrine to be learned and quoted so that if 

you believe a certain way you are IN and others are OUT.  No, we 

see Jesus use the streets of Palestine as classrooms to teach about 

God’s love.  We see Jesus depict what God’s love looks like -- the 

lame walk, the blind see, the hopeless find hope.  And the sinner is 



invited in to be embraced by forgiveness and grace that is so 

amazing until even the most talkative becomes silent in response.  

Jesus did not simply look at people.  Jesus saw them.  The God Jesus 

presents is engaged in life, a healer who walks among the afflicted, 

one who seeks the outcast, and actually enjoys the company of 

children.  The God that Jesus presents taught women and loved in 

ways that redefined divine love -- to express the sentiments of one 

theologian. 

St. Mark’s -- we are in the midst of a challenging season.  We have 

been learning how to worship from home.  We have sought to keep 

in touch in new ways.  We have sought and found different ways to 

stay connected.  But my prayer is that all along each of you 

remembered that you are loved.  Love is the way -- mutual love and 

self-giving. 

Out of all of the things that people say when asked about God rarely 

do I hear the sentiment that God is One whose love is never-ending 

for each of us.  The entirety of the Passion is the life, death, burial, 

resurrection, and ascension.  So it seems the goal is transformation -- 

lives so lived in love until those who encounter those lives are 

reminded of God’s love. 

I recall as a child going to my grandmother’s house.  She lived in the 

country and did not listen when we said, “Lock the door.”  So, since 

she did not lock it, I knew that on the other side of the door I could 

go in and no matter what had occurred I would be greeted and given 

her unconditional love.  She welcomed me just as I was.  I did not 

realize the lesson that she was teaching me. 

What occurred on the Cross was NOT a transaction to satisfy a 

wrath-filled God.  What occurred was grace -- the creation of an 

avenue that is so transformative until a veil in the Temple was torn 

from the top to the bottom due to its impact.  When we come to the 

Table to eat the bread and drink the cup we are reminded that the 



Cross so transformed life until we are One -- Christ’s Body -- 

together.   

So, what’s love got to do with it?  Everything!  The image of the 

invisible God showed up in Palestine and still shows up.  Over sixty 

years ago the image of the invisible God showed up in Knoxville, 

Tennessee and God still shows up  -- yes even in Richmond, 

Virginia.   

Father Richard Rohr has written: 

• It’s time for Christianity to rediscover this deeper biblical 

theme of restorative justice, which focuses on rehabilitation 

and reconciliation and not punishment. 

God did not create life to entertain a need to play with people.  God 

loves us with an everlasting love -- an embracing love that will not 

let us go. 

God so loved the world … Don’t be threatened by this. 

God so loved the world … No need to be afraid. 

God so loved the world…. And, yes beloved, that includes you! 

Just like a grandmother greeting her grandchildren saying, Hi 

baby.  How ‘re you doing?  God cares for us just that much.  

Thanks be to God. 
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