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Lent?  The first Sunday of Lent?  Really?  I thought we were already in 
Lent.  Someone even said, “This has been the lentiest lent that I have ever 
experienced.”  
 
We hear the word “kingdom” and begin to imagine concepts like a ruler, 
one or ones who are greater than others, greater than and less than 
scenarios. 
 
Richard Rohr and many others have come to the conclusion that Jesus 
came to show us a new way of seeing.  One of the most difficult things to 
do is to teach people who can hear to learn how to listen and people with 
the ability to see to learn how to see.  
 
A former colleague at St. Catherine’s use to tell me stories about his middle 
school photography class.  He had to require the students to wait a certain 
amount of time before they took the picture.  He said those with the gift, the 
eye, for photography would eventually emerge.  Those were the students 
who saw and understood the experience of waiting to take a photo.  For 
example if you watched a bird on branch and admired its beauty.  But if you 
paused and waited for lift off -- the depth of your experience would be 
enriched. 
 
Incarnation was the tool through which God chose to reveal God’s self to 
humankind -- to teach us how to see.  Yet all of these centuries later we are 
still trying to understand what happened?  What occurred in this moment of 
incarnation -- in the gestures, in the healings, and yes even in the rebukes. 
The one who healed Peter’s mother-in-law also cursed a fig tree.  The one 
who turned over tables in the temple also blessed children and seemed to 
delight in their presence. 
  
Jesus of Nazareth was about the business of revealing identity -- showing 
us who God really is.  Jesus was about the business of showing us how to 
live as inhabitants of the Kingdom of God.  Jesus was our divine 
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ophthalmologist -- giving us love as our lens to see the world.  Do you want 
to save your life?  Lose it.  Do you want to know where your priority lies?  In 
serving others and in serving those that you have “othered” and those who 
have “othered” you.  Afterall, in the kingdom of God the only way up is 
down.  
 
I use a definition for compassion that I discovered many years ago. 
Someone defined compassion as - your pain in my heart.  Operating with 
compassion -- with such an understanding -- is challenging at best.  No 
wonder God gave us the Holy Spirit, the One who comes alongside to help. 
 
Have you ever heard of a kingdom that values children, the elderly, the 
outcast, and the poor?  Have you ever seen a person who valued the life of 
a neighbor -- even the unknown, unnamed neighbor for whom life has been 
a series of blows and messages that devalued that person? 
 
The human family -- yes the human family -- intended to be just that -- 
family. In a podcast interview on the program For People with Bishop Rob 
Wright (the Episcopal Bishop of Atlanta), Judy Fentress Williams discussed 
the  dissonance among people -- how it is that those made in the image 
and likeness of God simply do not get along.  JFW argued that the first 
mention in the Hebrew Bible of “othering” people -- when the detached 
sense of self emerged -- things unraveled.  With the thought of the human 
family in mind she raised the question: 
 
Are we in fact enemies?  Or are we estranged family members who do not 
know the whole story? 
 
Bishop Wright said that we do not get along because we act like siblings. 
 
God is not our possession.  We do not own God, God owns us.  
 
It seems as though Jesus is showing us a new sense of community.  The 
issue of loving your neighbor as yourself? Well it looks like Jesus meant 
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just that.  Perhaps as we walk into this season of Lent, we can begin to 
embrace the goal of learning the whole story -- the human story. 
 
In March of 2018, I traveled by train with John to DC to attend the March for 
Our Lives gathering following the mass shooting at Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Florida.  I just wanted to go to support the young 
people.  During that gathering the young granddaughter of MLK spoke to 
the crowd.  It was electrifying.  
 
As we walked back to Union Station to catch our train, I can remember 
giving thanks for the ability to walk alongside, John, and so many others 
who were demonstrating compassion.  Many were the testimonies of 
children touched by gun violence at ages when their biggest concern 
should be who did or did not like their outfit or who did or did not make the 
team. 
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Jesus calls us to a new way of seeing.  And through the gift of the Holy 
Spirit we can see through eyes of love.  
 
The kingdom of God has come near.  Do we see it, do we sense it, do we 
feel it?  Or are we being called to embody it so that others may see it, 
sense it, feel it -- and even dare to embrace it?  Well, here we grow. 
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